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What is contained in this document is offered as a help to anyone considering 

getting married in St Anne's Catholic Parish Wappenbury. Marriages in this parish 

can only be conducted according to the rites of the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

Any reservation for marriage in St Anne's Parish is conditional on fulfilment of the conditions 

listed below. This is important. Before any confirmation is assured, you must make an 

appointment to see the parish priest of your place of residence and discuss your wishes with him.  

You should not make any final arrangements e.g. about your wedding day or reception venue, 

until you have had your first interview (i) with your own parish priest and (ii)  with the parish 

priest of St Anne’s parish. Please note, as well, that there are no weddings in St Anne’s parish 

unless the parish priest is in residence. 

  

Marriages can be arranged at either St Anne’s Church at Wappenbury or at Our Lady of the 

Angels’ at Princethorpe. The parish church is St Anne’s at Wappenbury. The  final decision as 

to who can marry within this parish rests with the parish priest.  

 

You will be permitted to marry in the Parish of St. Anne’s Wappenbury provided 

(i) you are free to marry within the laws of the Catholic Church – that means that at least 

one of the parties must be a Catholic, been confirmed and be a member of a local 

worshipping community and you have not previously been married within the rites of the  

(ii) the Catholic party has permission, in writing, from his/her own parish priest;  

(iii) you satisfy the civil law requirements regarding marriage i.e. you must have a certain 

length of residency within the Warwickshire Registration District or one of the churches in 

the parish must be your regular place of worship. The Parish Priest, if asked, will not be 

able to provide a letter for you to verify this unless it is in fact the case;  

(iv) you will have experienced a pre-marriage preparation programme approved by the 

Parish Priest and you will present a certificate to verify this. Currently, in St Anne’s Parish, 

this preparation takes the form of an Engaged Encounter Weekend, either residential or 

non-residential.  
These four requirements will be explained to you during your first meeting with the Parish priest 

at St Annes. Please do not ask for any of these conditions to be waived because refusal can 

sometimes offend. It is your responsibility to see that these conditions are fulfilled and to assure 

the Parish Priest that you have fulfilled them. 

 

Twelve months notice is usually required before a marriage ceremony can take place in this 

parish. The very minimum is six months. However, sometimes even six months notice is too short 

to allow adequate preparation to be undertaken.  

 

 

 

 



Engaged Encounter weekends are provided throughout the country during the course of each 

year. They are usually very heavily subscribed – early booking is recommended. A list of 

available dates and venues can be found on line. Attendance at one of these weekends will very 

often require some serious adjustment to your usual working and/or social arrangement, so you 

should book your course well in advance of your wedding day. Your marriage cannot take place 

until this has been done. The contribution you make to these weekends is usually very reasonable. 

Visit www.wwme.org.uk for details and booking form. 

 

Both parties, if baptised, must provide a copy of your baptism certificate - if you are a Catholic, 

this must be a recent copy (not more than six months old).  You can get this from the church 

where you were baptised. The original baptism certificate of a baptised non-Catholic Christian is 

acceptable. You should also indicate whether or not you have received the Sacrament of 

Confirmation – this might either be written on your Baptism Certificate or on some additional 

certificate you received when you were confirmed. If one of the parties is not baptised, 

permission is sought from the Archbishop's office for the wedding to proceed - this normally does 

not pose any problem. But in this case, pre-marriage preparation is very important.  

 

Forming a relationship with the priest who will conduct your marriage service will greatly help to 

make your wedding day memorable. For this reason, the parish priest or the priest conducting 

your wedding service will usually need to meet with you on a number of occasions prior to your 

wedding. You should give these meetings high priority in your marriage preparation. 

 

You will need to notify the registrar of your place of residency (both registrars if each lives in a 

different registration district) not more than twelve months and not less than six weeks prior to 

your expected date of marriage. Without the certificate from the registry office, the wedding 

cannot take place even if all else, including reception, have been put in place. The fee for this is 

usually about £30.00 per person per registration district. Your marriage certificate should be 

delivered to the Parish priest as soon as you have received it but not later than one week before 

your wedding. 

 

In preparing your wedding Mass/Service, you will be afforded adequate freedom, within the 

limitations of a Catholic wedding ceremony, in your choice of readings, hymns etc. You should 

begin preparing this well in advance of your wedding day (at least three months). Your priest will 

give you whatever assistance you require. The sanctity of the occasion places certain limitations 

as to your choice of readings and music. The parish priest has the final say in the contents and 

structure of your wedding service. 

 

A rehearsal for your wedding service will be arranged at a mutually agreed time in the week(s) 

prior to your wedding. Whoever who is to participate in this service - bridesmaids, ushers, best 

man, parents, readers etc. must be present at this rehearsal, unless there are very exceptional 

circumstances preventing this. 

 

Children are welcome at all services within this parish. It is the responsibility of the parents at all 

times to ensure the safety of these children. Particular care should be taken where children have 

access to steps and to the balcony. Please do not allow children to wander on to the area 

surrounding the altar. Children under the age of five are not permitted, under any circumstances, 

to walk in the entrance procession. All children attending a wedding must be in the care of a 

designated adult whose responsibility it will be to prevent the child from being a distraction 

during the service. Children are expected to behave in church as they would be expected to 

behave in other places e.g libraries, theatres etc  

 

http://www.wwme.org.uk/


 

Princethorpe College and its grounds are designated as NO SMOKING areas. Smoking is not 

permitted within the confines of the College and its grounds. This means that smoking is not 

permitted outside the church at any time. A similar condition applies to St Anne's parish and 

grounds. It is your responsibility - in your invitations - to inform your guests of this stipulation. 

  

There is a ramp to afford easy access to both churches for those who have difficulty with steps. 

Wheelchairs can easily be accommodated within the churches. 

 

Photography during the Mass/service is strictly with the permission of the Parish Priest and this is 

given only to  official photographers. Your official photographer should, if at all possible, attend 

the rehearsal when he/she will be instructed as to what is permitted. Failing this, he/she must see 

the Parish priest prior to the wedding service. Then he/she will be informed of the protocol for 

photographs within a church service. Flash photography is not permitted during the service. 

Guests are not permitted to take photographs during the Mass/service.  

 

Please do not burden Princethorpe College staff  directly other than if you are having your 

reception at the College. In this instance your contact person is Denise Morgan, Domestic Bursar. 

You will be referred to me for anything else relating to your wedding day. 

 

It would be good if the Catholic party were to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation prior to the 

wedding and for both to have become more familiar with Mass prior to the wedding day.  This 

would especially help the non-Catholic person to perhaps be somewhat more relaxed. Masses in 

St Anne’s Parish are (i) 8.30 a.m. at Wappenbury and (ii) 10.15 a.m. at Princethorpe. 

 

St Anne's Parish Church has been completely renovated during 2014. While retaining its intimate 

character, the restoration has resulted in a church that is quite stunning. Weddings with 80/90 

guests can be accommodated at St Anne's. 

 

Biodegradable confetti only is permitted outside the church but not within the building itself.  

 

Flower arranging must not be undertaken within the church itself due to the risk of water damage 

to the wooden floor. Two pedestals are available for flower arrangements introduced into the 

chapel. It is customary for at least one flower arrangement to be left in the chapel after the 

wedding service so that parishioners can pray for the couple.  

 

At your reception, be conscious that, if you have elderly guests or guests who have travelled a 

long journey, they may welcome a cup of tea and some refreshments the wedding meal. 

 
As with all matters relating to a wedding, there are financial implications in marrying within St 

Anne’s parish. These will be discussed at your first meeting with the parish priest.  
 

End Note 

It is really discourteous to your guests for the bride to arrive late for the  wedding service 

even though this seems to have become acceptable practice in some places. It is not 

acceptable for marriages in this parish. Certain items in the service e.g. hymn(s), may be 

omitted depending on the nature of the delay. You must remember that the church may be 

booked for another event and  the priest may have other duties to attend to. 

 



 

 

 

 

 


