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The last occasion we presented a financial report was in November 2016 in which 
we explained that the parish had outstanding debts of £18,000 which were not 
showing on the accounts as these showed income, expenditure and bank balances 
and not current liabilities. Following that presentation, we arranged a meeting with 
the Diocesan Treasurer seeking advice. As a consequence, it was explained that we 
were entitled to an interest free overdraft as our bank accounts are treated as a sub-
account within the overall diocesan account, which, being in surplus meant that 
individual parishes were allowed to run a deficit and overdraft, subject to diocesan 
approval. In addition, the diocese gave us a one-off grant of £2000 to help reduce 
our debts. 
 
The accounts summarise the income and expenditure for the parish for the last eight 
years from 2010-2017 and these notes should be read in conjunction with these. We 
have decided to include the accounts for this prolonged period as this covers the 
major restoration and renovation work on both the presbytery and the chapel. We 
have also included a separate table (as shown in the Nov 16 report) as this 
highlights the expenditure and income on this essential work. It is interesting to note 
that the overall expenditure on these projects exceeded income by £18,000. By 
paying off our outstanding liabilities this year our overall bank balance (from the 2 
accounts we operate) has changed from a small surplus of £4484 to an overall deficit 
of £13515 meaning our overall bank balance has fallen by £17999.00. 
 

Notes on the accounts: Parish income 
 
There are various ways in which parishioners make contributions to parish income; 
through regular monthly/quarterly standing orders, one-off donations and through 
cash donated in the weekly collections. (Rows 1-4) In order to claim tax refunds from 
HMRC, contributions need to be ‘gift aided’; these are shown in Rows 1 & 3 and non 
gift-aided contributions are shown in rows 2 & 4. 
 
It has been parish policy for several years to encourage our parishioners to 
contribute through standing order. Not only does this provide a consistent monthly 
income, it also guarantees income during vacations and at other times when 
parishioners are not in attendance at Sunday mass. It also makes it easier to collect 
and provide evidence that enable us to claim tax refunds. We would encourage any 
parishioners who have not yet done so to set up a standing order. Forms are 
available today and next Sunday. 
 
Many parishioners, especially those in the parish for a considerable time, make TWO 
different contributions – the first the regular ‘offertory’ collection (Rows 1-2) to cover 
the normal running costs of the parish, the second contribution to cover extra 
ordinary expenditure. (Rows 3-4 ‘Donations’) 
 
In 2010 we embarked on an ambitious programme of renovation and restoration, 
firstly to the presbytery and parish grounds, and then to the church. Permission was 
obtained to set up a separate account for this purpose. The advantage of this 
Development Fund account is that, unlike the main parish account, any donations to 
this fund are not subject to a diocesan levy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The total from these two sources (row 5) was very consistent until 2016. (2014 was 
an exceptional year during which the income was boosted by three large donations 
from parishioners.) However, 2017 has seen a marked fall with overall income from 
these sources down by nearly £6000. 
 
A generous legacy (row 6) from a deceased parishioner contributed £35,000 to the 
Development Fund. This was followed by two external grants of £80,000 and 
£10,000 respectively (row 8). It should be noted here that these sums were specific 
contributions to the development of St Anne's Church and, as such, were ring 
fenced. These grants were realised in the main through the consistent hard work and 
research by certain parishioners to whom the parish owes a huge debt of gratitude. 
 
Tax refunds on Gift Aid offerings contribute much to parish income (row 14). Without 
this, the financial health of the parish would be much more perilous. For each £1 
donated through Gift Aid the parish can claim approximately 25p.  
 
Cemetery income (row 10) refers to payments for a burial or reservation of a plot for 
the future. The Finance Committee is currently in discussion with the MSC Provincial 
Leadership Team (PLT) in Dublin with the intention of extending the current 
cemetery at Princethorpe to cater for future generations. This involves discussion 
with the PLT, diocesan authorities, and the Charity Commission. Planning 
permission has been granted and we hope to present a separate report on this to 
parishioners in the near future. This will be a long-term commitment for the parish 
and we need your support before embarking on this scheme. The cemetery and the 
land for the proposed extension are currently owned by the MSCs but will transfer to 
the diocese,  if all goes ahead as planned, and will remain the responsibility of St 
Anne's parish. Please note: all parishes in the diocese are legal entities and are the 
responsibility of parishioners. 
 
Weddings, in both Wappenbury and Princethorpe, can provide valuable income for 
the parish although of inconsistent amounts. 
 

Notes on the accounts: Parish Expenditure 
 
The categories shown in the table comply with the way in which the diocese requires 
us to record our expenditure, most of which is to cover the day to day running costs 
of the church and house.  
 
There are changes in the choice of category in which spending is recorded, for 
example the main utility bills switched from ‘House-establishment’ to ‘Church-
establishment’ in 2013. 
 
Parish levies (row 24) refers to the proportion of parish income forwarded to the 
archdiocese. There are separate levies to pay for education, child protection, youth 
work and administration. As explained above, these are based on parish income 
received through the ‘normal’ offertory collection (both in cash during mass and 
contributed through standing orders).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
Extraordinary Expenditure 
 
The ‘stand out’ item in 2017 was the exceptional payment of £17672 as we cleared 
all our current liabilities. We have continued to authorise some essential capital 
spending amounting to about £7500 in 2017 on the chapel, presbytery and grounds, 
namely installing the porch skylight, replacing five windows in the presbytery and 
securing the boundaries of St Anne's estate. 
 
Since 2014, the Development Fund expenditure has been focused on the restoration 
of the church. A total of £184,000 was spent to restore the church to its present 
state. When this expenditure is added to some additional spending of £38,000 on the 
presbytery the total spent from 2010-2015 was just over £222,000 as shown below: 
 
 

Income for chapel restoration 2010-
2015   

Legacies received 35071.21 

Other Fund raising 8659.54 

External Grants received 90250.00 

Total 133980.80 

If we include donations specifically for 
this purpose   

Donations - Gift Aid 54695.81 

Donations - Non Gift Aid 15475.14 

Total Income for restoration 204151.70 

    

Expenditure on restoration - house & 
chapel   

House (Establishment & Property 
Maintenance) 37803.77 

Church (Establishment & Property 
Maintenance 45735.61 

New building work – church restoration 138758.20 

  222297.54 

 

Bank balances, overall deficit and future plans 
 
The overall effect of paying outstanding debts has been to change our overall bank 
balance from a small positive balance of £5185 at the end of 2015 to a deficit of 
£13515 at the end of 2017. As with all budgets the only way we can reduce this 
deficit is to increase our income or reduce our spending. There are a few less 
expensive projects which we have authorised including an essential boiler service 
and new tiling for the shower. We are also planning to repair the crucifix/war 
memorial in the cemetery at Princethorpe but we are hopeful that a grant from the 
War Graves Commission will cover a high percentage of the cost. However, given 
the current state of the finances we have deferred repairs or replacement of the 
presbytery entrance door and porch, repairs to the dining room floor, repairs to the 
terrace and steps down to the lower level and some tree surgery on the yew tree. 
We are keeping our fingers crossed that the tractor mower will not need servicing 
this year. We will keep these and other items under review. 
 
 



 
 
 
We are acutely aware of the generosity of our parishioners over many years as we 
have embarked and largely completed major renovation and restoration work on the 
Estate. It may surprise you that we are NOT asking any of you who already make 
generous donations to the parish finances to review or increase your contributions 
(though of course, these would be welcome). But we are aware that our parish (and 
parishioners) is not static; indeed we are delighted that so many more people attend 
services in both churches on a regular basis. We hope that this report will encourage 
any of you, who now see Wappenbury and Princethorpe as your spiritual home but 
have yet to make a regular financial commitment, to please consider doing so. If so, 
could you please take away and complete a gift aid and standing order form. We 
would be very grateful for any contributions, large or small. 
 
Fr Teddy O’Brien MSC 
 
On behalf of the Parish Finance Committee 
Sunday 11 February 2018 
 
 
  



Receipts & Payments Summary for St Anne's, Wappenbury 2010 - 2017 
      2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Income                 

Offertories - Gift Aid 8532 7651 10346 9698 7179 6545 5667 5995 

Offertories - Non-Gift Aid 7055 5400 5619 6288 5364 5603 7566 6839 

Donations - Gift Aid 7620 8088 7070 8075 15803 8040 11322 7690 

Donations - Non Gift Aid 1497 3562 520 1238 5240 3418 2118 287 

Combined Offertories & St Orders 24703 24701 23556 25299 33586 23606 26673 20810 

Legacies received 15000 20071 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other Fund raising (& sundry income) 398 85 240 7936 0 0 144 0 

External Grants received 0 0 250 80000 10000 0 0 2000 

Other Parish income (eg weddings) 2180 3852 8190 2825 608 2500 2108 4688 

Cemetery income 750 727 158 377 0 1315 453 2598 

Misc: candles, repository etc-    50   17 7   100 3 

Unit Scheme income 991 1033 1221 1195 1249 1202 1138 1340 

Interest received 5 34 58 40 132 0 1 0 

Tax Refunds from Gift Aid 3949 8048 3592 4261 0 8506 2841 4078 

Total Parish Income 47976 58600 37265 121950 45582 37129 33458 35517 

              
  Expenditure                 

Church - Liturgical/Pastoral 1915 1270 2615 1366 2220 1467 1114 1459 

House - Domestic 3708 6284 5553 5737 3407 3689 4480 5381 

Occasional /Fund raising expenditure 363 85 242 134 0 0 0 0 

Parish Donations -262 0 0 0 2000 315 0 1000 

Clergy - Allowance/Nat. Ins. 1640 1680 1680 2680 3680 4260 3680 4280 

Clergy - Supply Priests 490 450 200 500 240 400 0 0 

Clergy - Expenses, mileage 3120 2493 2489 3085 4048 1751 2339 1722 

Clergy - Other Costs 0 0 4150 150 103 0 500 0 

Parish Levies (to Diocese) 3978 6158 4598 4228 5148 4967 3988 4090 

Office Expenses (inc newspapers) 1006 892 1210 727 965 1197 808 1331 

Interest paid/bank charges 10 0 0 34 112 97 107 116 

Sundry (& exceptional) payments 0 0 0 765 0 0 1835 17672 

House - Establishment 5461 5623 5424 1884 2190 2093 2159 5127 

House - Property Maintenance 1900 1801 5693 2120 1836 1779 3752 6893 

Church - Establishment 2643 300 1204 3535 3647 3926 3234 2812 

Church - Property Maintenance 2210 1190 3625 1370 21332 753 2365 1783 

New building work 0 0 2179 0 129139 7440 3991 0 

Total Parish Expenditure 28182 28225 40862 28316 180068 34132 34353 53666 

                  

Total Surplus / Loss 19794 30375 -3597 93633 -134486 2997 
 

-895 
 

-18149 

                  

Bank Balance at 31st December                 

Main parish account 191 1914 3806 4269 901 3382 
 

3322 -19842 

Development Fund 15410 43462 38554 131441 646 1803 1162 6327 

Total bank balances 15601 45377 42360 135710 1547 5185 4484 -13515 

Change in balances over year   29776 -3016 93350 -134163 3638 -701 -17999 



 


