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Luke 6:27 – 38 
 

If you were thinking of becoming a Christian or receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation at this time, and if 

you were presented with the requirements as outlined in the gospel just read, you might have second 

thoughts. It sounds utterly demanding, even preposterous, one might say even insulting, implying that I am 

responsible for at least some of this behaviour in my life. 

 

Yet read more closely, does it not, in a very real way, echo the drives of our human hearts when confronted 

with difficult situations? If you have ever felt the urge to seek revenge or to get your own back for some 

injustice inflicted upon you, I can understand that. I can understand, too, if you have a preference to be with 

like minded people rather than with those who seem somewhat awkward, even offensive. And does not 

drawing conclusions about peoples’ motives come quite naturally sometimes? 

 

The bible has the knack of holding up to us aspects of human behaviour we would much prefer to deny. 

Young David had beaten Goliath and was highly praised for it. He did so well in battle that he was praised 

much more than King Saul. Saul was angry and jealous, even envious and he set about to kill David, failing a 

few times. As in the first reading, David had a chance eventually to put an end to this and he refused to take 

it, giving Saul the opportunity to make amends. 

 

There are echoes of this in the gospel. There will always be opportunities to get our own back of people. 

Revenge can be sweet yet leaves a sour taste.  Jesus makes demands that seem superhuman – and sometimes 

even dangerous. ‘Do not judge’, He says and ‘do not condemn’ and ‘forgive and you will be forgiven’, as if 

to say if you behave otherwise, you are in trouble. 

 

Yet in Rome this morning, Pope Francis and the 190 senior clerics who have been meeting to discuss the 

Catholic Church’s response to the plague of Child Sexual Abuse will listen to these exact reading from 

Scripture. Pope Francis will rightfully insist that we judge and condemn the behaviour of those who have 

fallen short; that we judge and condemn those people (clerics) who have fallen short and refuse or delay to 

make amends; that we display increased compassion to the thousands of young people whose lives have been 

permanently tarnished; and that we grant pardon only when there is clear indications of repentance and 

change of life. Because this surely is the mind and heart of Jesus Christ – and it is this we much get to know 

so that we can judge rightly where judgement is called for , and condemn rightfully where condemnation is 

demanded. 

 

Yet, in all the speeches of Jesus, what is most obvious is the desire of God’s heart that people should  see 

sense and come back to the God who created and sustains. There is a great spirit of empathy throughout this 

gospel, a great cry from the heart, a plea to acknowledge our need for God at all times. 

 

I have so often remarked on the frailty of our human condition, of the impossibility of managing our 

damaged personalities on our own, of our constant need for God’s real presence, through prayer and 

scripture. 

 

If there is a gospel passage that could well be laid out as a tick box exercise for all Christians to respond to, it 

is surely this one. Tick each and every one that ever applied to you. Not just in the privacy our our own 

personal and relational lives, but with the wider picture of world events as a backdrop. Tick how we 

responded to the young woman trying to return to the UK with her child; to the e independent politicians 

trying something different; to the apparent delay in resolving the current UK/EU situation. Reflect on your 

response to relationships with work colleagues, with neighbours, even with family and so on. 

 

Soon, very soon, as lent beckons, we will hear the call: ‘Come back to me, with all your heart’ - not a bit of 

your heart, but all. Perhaps now, with your mental pencil, tick what applies to you, present it to God for 

God’s healing power, come to Holy Communion and receive the strength to make appropriate decisions and , 

hard choices, difficult though they might be. 


